How To Go Hunting For the First Time.

An extract from the Horse & Hound magazine dated 21st Dec 06 which I thought would be good for you all to read if you intend hunting.

If you have not been out hunting before here are a few tips on how to make the whole experience go smoothly. 

· Ensure that your horse / pony is ready for hunting. It is unfair to drag him in from the field, hairy and unfit, having not been ridden since the last school holidays.

· It is good manners to appear clean & tidy. Your tack should be plain, with no diamante or”bling”. You should wear cream or beige jods with a tweed jacket and pony club tie or coloured stock. Hat covers should be navy or black, and hair should be tied back tidily.

· Allow plenty of time to get to the meet, as it is rude to be late. If you can park about half a mile away from the meet as a short hack will allow your horse to warm up gradually.

· On arrival say Good Morning to the Huntsman and Masters. Find the secretary and pay them you cap, don’t wait for them to chase you for it. £15
· The Field Master is in charge of those following the hounds. You must obey his instructions and importantly always stay behind him.

· You may hear several things shouted while out hunting such as –

“Gate Please” last person through must shut the gate.

 “Hounds please” – give way to hounds and turn you horse’s bottom into the hedge so that he doesn’t kick a hound.

· Don’t be afraid to ask questions about what is going on. Be polite and courteous to other riders particularly at gates and hunt jumps.

· Keep an eye out for gates that hunt staff or field masters need opening, don’t wait to be asked.

· Beware of horses that have red ribbons in their tails – Red ribbon warns of a kicker and green one of a young horse. If your horse kicks put a red ribbon on his tail and stay at the back.

· At the end of the day say Good Night to the field master; this is a traditional way of saying good bye even if it is only early afternoon.

· Try to hack quietly back to your trailers which will help cool off your horse gradually.

· When you get home clean your horse thoroughly and make sure he is warm & dry before you tuck into your tea. Check him at regular intervals until you are satisfied he is not going to break out in sweat. 

It may seem as though there are loads of things to remember but if you are sensible and keep a close eye on what is happening you should enjoy yourself and have lots of fun.

